AYUTTHAYA - WESTERN BICYCLE TRACK
(The Thung Prachet and Pak Kran Loop)

This bicycle tour has been designed for the exploration of some of the most important
historical sites along the western rim of Ayutthaya (just off the main city island). Many ruins
in this western section are historically linked to warfare against the Burmese, and some of
them distinctively mark sites of important battle. This off-the-beaten-track route will lead you
to many magnificent ruins and some seldom seen by tourists.

These western Ayutthaya neighborhoods are bordered in the north by the Chao Phraya River
and in the east by Khlong Takhian - called “Canal du Grand Cochon” by early French visitors.
Highway #3060 loosely frames its western boundary. Geographically, the nearly defunct
Khlong Klaeb, running north of Wat Chai Wathanaram, more or less indicates the border
between two important fields — Thung Prachet and Thung Pak Kran. The Thung Prachet field
is in the north, and the Thung Pak Kran field is in the south.

This section of the city was the least populated area during the Ayutthayan period. One reason
for this may be the local belief that the West is considered inauspicious and represents death,
impurity and the setting sun. Ghosts are said to gravitate toward the west, and a number of the
sites on this route are still considered haunted by locals. Burma caused much destruction in
this area during numerous military invasions of the past. Therefore, it is perhaps appropriate
to associate the west side of Ayutthaya with death, ghosts, and war atrocities. Much of this
land in the west is still undeveloped. Rice fields, small forests, and jungles of wild vegetation
are typical views. Nevertheless, a modern population has grown here during recent times.
There are now large Buddhist and Muslim communities especially along the Chao Phraya
River.

The tour will take 4 to 5 hours depending on the time spent at each location point. Riders may
not want to stop at every highlight listed on this tour itinerary. A few sites have been listed
more for the sake of smoother navigation. Individual cyclists can choose where to stop
according to their own tastes and time constraints.

If you are interested in viewing photographs of the temples in advance or would like
additional historic information about these ruins, visit our website at www.ayutthaya-
history.com.

Tips and Warnings

Bicycles can be rented in different locations on Soi 2 Naresuan Rd, which is the starting point
of this tour. Bike rental costs 30-40 baht (about $1) per day on average, which makes bike
touring an inexpensive way to see the city. Ayutthaya’s terrain is mostly flat and easy to ride,
but many streets and side roads are poorly marked, so use the map to simplify navigation.

Be cautious as traffic in and around Ayutthaya is sometimes chaotic and dangerous. Motor
vehicles often fail to see cyclists and pedestrians, so you must closely watch out for them.
Motorcycles are a particularly hazardous cause of local accidents. Dogs and potholes can also
be dangerous, especially in remote areas. Weather can be very hot, so make sure to drink
plenty of fluids and wear sun block. It is inadvisable to drive at night due to the lack of
lighting and occasional recklessness of motor traffic.
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AYUTTHAYA - WESTERN BICYCLE TRACK
(The Thung Prachet and Pak Kran Loop)

The theft of bicycles is uncommon in Ayutthaya, but backpacks and cameras have been stolen
on rare occasions. It is best to keep valuables with you when visiting the historic sites on
route.

If you would like some information about lodging and restaurant options, please visit:
www.ayutthaya-info.com.

Who are we?

Ayutthaya Historical Research [AHR] consists of a small group of researchers/writers with
the aim to promote Ayutthaya’s cultural heritage. We are local expatriates who have been
living in Ayutthaya for many years and would like to share our knowledge with future
visitors. Therefore, we have personally tested each of these suggested routes by cycling and/or
walking. More information on the authors can be found at: http://www.ayutthaya-
history.comVAuthors.html

Inemergency or accident:

Contact the Ayutthaya Tourist Police Station: (035) 241-446, (035) 242-352 or 1155.

Disclaimer

AHR will not be held liable for any loss or damage whatsoever for any suggestions made in
relation to the site’s promotion of ecotourism. It is the responsibility of the user of the site to
take the necessary precautions to avoid any physical injury, traffic incident, animal attack,
theft, and damage to equipment. Any reliance on the site’s information is therefore strictly at
your own risk. Read our full disclaimer at website www.ayutthaya-history.com
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AYUTTHAYA - WESTERN BICYCLE TRACK
(The Thung Prachet and Pak Kran Loop)

The route

Historical signboard insitu is marked as (*)
Entry fee required is marked as ($)

< From the starting point, go south toward Chao Phrom Market and turn right (you will
have to walk your bike to the opposite side of the road). Head west along Naresuan
Road until you arrive at Chikun Road. You will see two memorial chedi and the ruins
of a bricked bridge (Saphan Pa Than) in the middle of the road. This is the gateway to
the Ayutthaya Historic Park. Do not enter the park; turn left on Chikun Road instead
and continue south. You will pass a roundabout and the leftover ruin of a bridge
(Saphan Chikun). Keep going forward until you come to the end of the road. This is
the location of a ferry boat that provides services to the opposite side of the Chao
Phraya River. Bicycles and motorcycles can use this ferry for only a few baht. The
first reference point is on the opposite side of the river.

Wat Khun Phrom is an active monastery situated along the Chao Phraya River. The
ordination hall is builtin the Late Ayutthaya style (1629-1767). The monastery was originally
established in 1557. Its highlight is the two Dvaravati-style images at the staircase leading to
its sermon hall. One of the originals can be seen at the Chao Sam Phraya Museum.

<« Go to the main road from Wat Khun Phrom and turn right. This street does not have a
name listed on road signs, but it is roughly considered part of Highway 3469. You will
bike in the direction west for a few minutes before arriving at a Muslim shrine on the
left-hand side of the road. This site is situated on the corner of a fork in the road. Keep
going forward in the direction west.

The Tomb of the 4th Chula Rachamontri named “Chen" is located on an ancient Muslim
graveyard called Chao Kun Khu Cham. The cemetery is situated on the west bank of the Khu
Cham canal in an area largely populated by Muslims. Chen, a Persian Muslim, was the Phraya
Chula Rachamontri in the reign of King Suriyamarin (r. 1758-1767). He was the last Chula
Rachamontri of the Ayutthayan era. Chen's family home stood at the mouth of the Khu Cham
canal. Chen obtained first the rank of Phraya Wichit Narong and was later promoted to Phraya
Chula Rachamontri. Chen was also given charge of the Royal Treasury, but apparently not
given the title of Chao Phraya Phra Khlang, which usually came with this position. The Chula
Rachamontri controlled from the 17th century onwards the Department of Western Maritime
Affairs known in Siam as the Krom Tha Khwa.

<+ Continue to head west for 5-10 minutes until you arrive at a fork on the road. This will
briefly curve left in the direction south, then immediately lead to a second fork in the
road. It is important to take the next right hand turn and head west. Go over the
bridge! This will take you over Khlong Takhian, and you will officially have touched
ground for the first time on the western section of the city — the area emphasized with
this bike route.
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AYUTTHAYA - WESTERN BICYCLE TRACK
(The Thung Prachet and Pak Kran Loop)

from the late-Ayutthaya period, but were incorporated into the temple’s design in modern
times. Some portions of the temple’s outer walls still exist. However, the most significant
structure in site is an old memorial chedi reflecting the Burmese-Mon style. This was built in
the Mid-Ayutthaya period for Burmese soldiers that had died in battle. In the latter years of
the Ayutthaya Kingdom, a monastery was founded on the site.

< Go back to the main road and continue in the eastern direction. You will arrive at an
active temple beside Khlong Takhian and the Chao Phraya River. In front of the
temple’s entrance are two distinctive Yaksa guarding the entrance gate.

Wat Klang Khlong Takhian is situated at the confluence of the Chao Phraya River and
Khlong Takhian. There are all the standard monastic structures providing services by
Buddhist clergy. The ordination hall was built in the Late Ayutthaya style (1629-1767). Some
of the current attractions include a large piece of Takhian wood that is believed to have a
female ghost residing in it. There is also a merry-go-round structure that involves replications
of Buddhist monks proceeding in a circle with begging bowls in hand for alms giving.

< The next reference point is a ruin located directly across from the exit of previous site.
It can be spotted on the right-hand side of the road.

Wat Klang is an ancient monastery lying adjacent to the active temple Wat Klang Khlong
Takhian. In situ is a brick mound with a damaged Buddhist image. Near Wat Klang was a
ferry crossing across the Chao Phraya River, linking the monasteries with Tha Wang Chai.
The marine vessel dockyard was situated near the mouth of Khlong Takhian and housed 30
marine warships and over 100 smaller fighting vessels under the supervision of the Phraya
Rachawangsan.

< Return route: Continue on the same road. It will bypass a school with several
astrological symbols at its gate - rabbits, tigers, oxen, snakes, etc. Shortly afterward,
you will arrive at an intersection leading to a bridge. This will link you back to Bike
Route #6. Once you have crossed over the bridge, you will have finished with the
official Western loop. Bike east from this point onward.

Continue heading east on the same road. This will lead you near an old Christian
church that is still active and partially viewable from the road. To see it, you will have
to turn left and go down a small side road -- towards the Chao Phraya River.
However, on this particular route, this site serves only as a reference point for an
upcoming turn in the road.

St. Joseph's Church is situated on the south bank of the Chao Phraya River beside Khlong
Takhian. In 1665, the Siamese King granted the French bishops a spot near the Chao Phraya
River in the Cochin Chinese quarter called "Ban Pla Het". In 1665-1666 they built the
Seminary of Saint Joseph, later renamed the “Seminary of the Holy Angels”. Between 1685
and 1695 the original wooden church was rebuilt in bricks in European style. In March 1767

©2009 - 2010 Ayutthaya Historical Research
All rights reserved.

AYUTTHAYA - WESTERN BICYCLE TRACK
(The Thung Prachet and Pak Kran Loop)

“paniasal swhu ||y
o1easay [eaLI0ISIH eABUINAY OTOZ -~ 60020

pareuiBbuio saeyd asayy ‘ajdwal siy) 18 SjuowW o) BuIpIoddy *|[eY UOWISS SII JO 30UBAUS 0L
) 21e1003p BUIYD WY Sae|d OWIRIS) JO JBqUINU / WEJEUBIEA [BYD T8 OF Ajwixoid
850]0 Ul JaARY eelyd OBUD Bl 8pISaq Paledo] ajdwa) BANOE Ue SI feyd Weues jepm

“3pIS U1} )1 U0 We.eURYIeM 1eyd Jem 01 1usdelpe si feyd weues 1em
“15318JU] 4O JUI0d 1X3U BY} O} LN PUBY Y3| 1X3U 3U} BRI PO UIRW 3U} U0 3NUNUOD <

*Kepoy sayis 1s1no) Bupjelyiesiq 1sow
U3 JO 3UO SUTBWAI 1] "Z66T PUE /86T UIBMIBC WEIBUBIEA [BYD TeM Patencus) Juawiedeq
SUY aUl4 AUl “PJEMIAYE S3PEDaP ) PA0O] PUE PAUOPUEQE SeM WEIEURIEA 14D JEM
‘94T 13y 's|[eq uouued AQ aBELIED JO 30UBPIAG PaJEaAal SUONEBARDIXS "PUBISI UIBW 3} UO
sjoene Guibels ajym dures Awe ue se )1 pasn pue 9T ul Asaiseuow siy) pabaisaq asawing
3L “Jem Jo NI ay) 1j34 AjStewnin Weleueyig 124D 18 158M 2y} Ut sadwa) Jayio 4

eAeUNNAY U1 IM23)IYIJE JO B13 MaU & pay Jew Bueld
211~ JaWY ] B} JO UINJAI 8y} “UOSEa1 AU JBAGIRUA K110 aU) SSOI9E Sa|dwia) ajeAoUal pUE ping
0} ubredwes anissew e payoune| Buoy | teseld Bury os ‘pajejnwnode usaq pey Jaw ybnous
ssajun Jeak [eluual(i ISIYPPNG aY) JO Pus au) I8 eABUYNNAY JO UoNe|IyIuUe Ay pajIpaid
Sjuow 1siyppng 1ey) st K103y} Jayiouy ‘uone|anas anaydoud e weap siy panoid 11 pajenexs
J8le] SeM [IYJUB 8} UBYAA "UORBOO| SIY} I8 ||IYiUe UB 3pIsul PaLing Sem Jamoy uapjob e
YoIym Ul weaup pooyp|iyd e pey Buoy ) 1eseld Bury sisebbns aiopijoy sejndod “Jeyrowda)s siy
Alqissod 1o — Jayow S1y 10} J1IaW SBW 0} PEIONISUOD SeM 11 JeU) PUB “dWoy 1uLio) s Suoy],
Teseid Buryf Jo 10ds ay) UO 1{ING SeA WBIEUBYIEM 1UD TeM Te) SI A10au) auQ A1 auy Ut
ubisap [eanosHyoIe [edLIBWWAS A|Iny AJuo 8y} sey )1 se enbiun st ajdwia) sy L “1eak [eluusju
ISIYPPNg © JO pud Yy 18 d0uddyuFew [eoniolsyy s eAynndy 109321 pnom Sueid ojK1s-Jawyy
a4} Ty} Panalfag oym ‘Buoy L 1eseld Bury AQ OE9T aul U1 1[ING SeM WEIeUByIEM 1eyO JeM

“a1dwa) s1y} Jo uonanLIsuod ayy Burinp Buoy
DS Sy Aq pasn  yovs 240],, ud1IUD UD Jo SUINL DY) 2101 UO 22 OS]V 1S NOL
Hafe Alfeal ae noA 4| ‘weseueyiem 1eyD Jem - A0 8y} ut salis 1sepuelb ays Jo suo
01 NOA Pea] |1 31 PUB PEOJ aU} JO MO} [eINTeu 3y} UM Aels "aoue.Iua Jeal SH Wol
uaas Apealfe aney noA yoiym ‘Buoyd o 1M Jo apis 1ol ay) ssed UOOS | NOA

“J1oARY AR OBYD BU S|a|[esed PeOl Mau SIYL
*(J8LI0D BY) BB 3Q ||IM 210} BIUBIUBAUOD TT-/ E) "YINOS UONIAIIP U Ul BNUNUOD
puB UIN) puey YB| ISII} SY) el Way) [|m noA "£9ze AemybiH Jo apis ausoddo ayy
0} aBpuq ay) puno.e pue Japun Ajajes NoA peaj ||IM Jey) Jaj 8y} UO PeOl 3pIS |[ews &
st 218y W Buissouo Jo pesisul SBPIIG 8U7 UTesUIapUN 0D '1aAsmoH "8bp1iq 8y} paemo}
peay pue Ya| uiny ‘urebe aouo g9ze AemybiH yaeas nok [nun yInos Bunjiq anunUoD «

“JelIyyenesey 18/ 0} eaesey|
1eM woy saweu pabueyo awn Jeys Je ajdwa) 8yL “8|dwal 8y} o INeYIBA0 B}8|dL0O B B0UBSS3
Ul SeM UOREBAOUSI BUL °| Bwey Bury Jo maydau e Sjeinuels| unyy wouyy aduld Aq (608T
-Z84T) POLIad UISOYeUEIEY au) JO UBIA1 111y 8L Ul pajencual sem a|dwa) a1 “sabew eyppng
DPaUIEILI0 Ja1|JEa YIIYM 'SaydIu By} SpIsul sIpayd padeys-1[ag au) apnjoul UONEIOISaI JO SaoelL

(dooT uery] yjed puejayoeld Suny], ayL)
MAIVIL ATOADIE NYILSIM - VAVHLLNAY

the Portuguese settlement and the St Joseph seminary were isolated and surrounded by
attacking Burmese. After parlaying with the Burmese General and being promised safety and
protection for all persons and property, the bishop surrendered on 23 March. The church and
seminary, as well as the Jesuit and Dominican churches, were nevertheless plundered. The
houses near the church were burned down, and the fire spread to the church and seminary,
which were both reduced to ashes. In 1831 Father Jean-Baptist Pallegoix began restoration of
the church, which was completed in 1847.

<+ Continue going east for a few more minutes. On the left hand side of the road, you will
be able to see a large white prang (khmer-style chedi) from a distance away. This is
the next reference point. Many cyclists may enjoy a stop at this active temple, but it is
not listed as a Point of Interest on this particular route.

Wat Phuttaisawan faces east and is bordered on the north by the Chao Phraya River. The
temple was built in 1353 AD by King Ramathibodi I at the royal residence of “Wiang Lek”,
the site where he first settled before establishing Ayutthaya as the capital city in 1350. The
temple was constructed after his elder brother defeated the Khmers and brought them back
under the control of Ayutthaya in 1352. The monastery was one of the first temples
constructed in the Ayutthaya kingdom. This area has been regularly part of a war theatre. The
Royal Chronicles of Ayutthaya mention that the army of the King of Ava invading Ayutthaya
in 1549 and setting up a stockade in this area.

< Continue biking east from Wat Phutthaisawan. You will bypass Chao Kun Khu Cham
Cemetery, which you have already seen earlier, only this time it will be on the right
hand side of the road. Keep back tracking east until you arrive at the turn off for Wat
Khun Phrom. This is the location of the ferry boat that you have already used.

The ferry boat will deliver you to the opposite side of the Chao Phraya River, back on
the main island. The best return route is to turn right on U-Thong Road and continue
east. This route will bypass Pom Phet, which will be situated on the right hand side of
the road.

Pom Phet or the Diamond Fortress was one of the sixteen fortresses along the city walls of
Ayutthaya. Situated in the southeast, at the confluence of the Pa Sak River and the Chao
Phraya River in Bang Kaja area and on the east bank of the Nai Kai canal, Pom Phet was the
most important fortress, protecting the harbour where foreign ships were forced to anchor for
inspection and unloading. No foreign ships travelling up the Chao Phraya River before were
allowed beyond this point. Pom Phet is the one of the two remnants of old fortresses and now
apublic park. The site has been recently renovated, since serious damage occurred from water
erosion to the river banks.

<+ Keep heading east along U-Thong Road. It will shortly turn past an active temple
named Wat Ratanachai, or Wat Jin, on your right hand side. On the opposite side of
the road, to your left, you will see a small side road for entering Wat Suwan Dararam.
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Wat Ratanachai is more commonly known under the name of Wat Jin today, because many
Teochiu Chinese migrated to this part of the city in the latest century. As an active monastery,
Wat Ratanachai has all the basic architecture structures of a Buddhist temple: sermon hall,
bell tower, monk quarters, crematory furnace, and a number of chedi. Nearly all of these
architectural structures date to the Ratanakosin period. The highlight of this monastery is its
central bell shaped chedi, which has been painted white. A well-preserved pointed vault gate
(Pratu Chong Kud) can be seen next to Wat Ratanachai. To visit it, you must enter the school
west of this temple.

«+ U-Thong road will turn with the natural contours of the island and go north, parallel
to the Pa Sak River. You will pass underneath the Pridi Banomyong Bridge and see
traces of old city walls to your right. Continue to Chao Phrom Market and go one
block past it. Make a left onto Pa Maprao Road; then take the first road on your left.
This will return you to the starting point.
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Disclaimer

AHR will not be held liable for any loss or damage whatsoever for any suggestions made in
relation 1o the site’s promotion of ecotourism. It is the responsibility of the user of the site to
take the necessary precautions to avoid any physical injury, traffic incident, animal attack,
theft, and damage to equipment. Any reliance on the site’s information is therefore strictly at
your own risk. Read our disclaimer at website www.ayutthaya-history.com.
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